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This course is an interdisciplinary examination of the political, cultural, and environmental significance of the Galápagos Islands.  The students will learn about this region through a combination of textual sources, direct instruction, and conducting field research in the Galápagos Islands.  Students will live on a boat for 8 days and visit a number of the islands.

The Galápagos Islands comprise a fragile ecosystem that is subject to increasing environmental stresses, especially from tourists.  This J-Term trip to the Galápagos Islands and Ecuador will explore the political, economic, and ecological importance of the Galápagos Islands for the people of Ecuador and the world. The Galápagos Islands provide a natural experimental area to monitor the effects of global warming.  From a climatic perspective, the Galápagos are located in the heart of the region of El Niño, which is well-known to induce abnormal climate anomalies in many regions of the world.  El Niño brings an abnormal abundance of warm ocean water to the region, disrupting the entire marine ecosystem of the eastern Pacific Ocean.  This in turn has serious economic consequences for Ecuador (and much of coastal South America). Geologically, the Galápagos are volcanically and tectonically active as they are located along the boundary of lithospheric plates.

As one of the last remaining pristine areas of the world, the Galápagos Islands demonstrate the difficulties of balancing nature (endemic species), economics (a vast fishing industry), and the rights of tourists to explore the islands that Charles Darwin made famous by his journey on the HMS Beagle.
This J-term field study course satisfies the Junior Symposium requirement at Carthage College.

READINGS:

Assigned Readings, listed below, will be distributed daily.  You are expected to have read the assigned reading BEFORE the class meeting.

Jan. 3:  Focus on Natural Science and Geography
Class Business

Intro to Physical Geography 

Geography of the Galápagos Islands

Darwin's Natural Selection 

Readings:

From course packet

Jan. 4:  Focus on Geography
Readings: 

From course packet

Jan. 5:  Focus on Ecotourism

How to analyze scientific journal articles

What is Ecotourism?

The Politics, Economics, and Social Impact of Tourism in the Galápagos Islands

Readings:  

From course packet

From Course Documents on the Blackboard site

Jan. 6:  Focus on Politics of Ecuador

Ecuador Overview

In search of the Other

Readings: 

From course packet

Jan. 6:  Leave for Ecuador.  We will meet at the flagpole in front of TWC at 10:15 p.m. 

COURSE GRADING:

Journal 40%

Presentation of Research Article 20%

Final Presentation 20%

Participation/Attendance 20%

JOURNAL:

While in Ecuador, you are to maintain a daily journal that is written from the perspective of your chosen discipline (environmental science, geography, or political science). This journal will include your notes from the field trips. You should record what you learned each day and your impressions of Ecuador and the Galápagos Islands:  their peoples, cultures, economies, religions, politics, race relations, music, art, languages, flora, fauna, and anything else that interests you.  Your journal is an opportunity for you to challenge the readings you did for the class.  Use your empirical observation to confirm information you learned in the readings and from classroom lectures.  What, if anything, did not match?  What hypotheses can you come up with based on your observations?  How would you test them?  While you will be recording your impressions of these states from the viewpoint of your chosen discipline, your journal writings must compare/integrate geography, political science and environmental science. 

Please consider the following questions when you are writing your journal:

1.  How are tourists viewed both on the mainland and in the Galápagos Islands?

2.  What interest groups have you discovered regarding ecotourism in Ecuador?

3.  How do people who live in Quito differ from people in the Galápagos Islands? 

4.  What effect does tourism have on the Ecuadorian economy?

5.  How is the environment used as a way to bring in tourist dollars?

6.  How does Ecuador care for its environmental resources?

7.  How does Ecuador balance its need for tourist money with its need to preserve fragile eco-systems?  

8. What evidence can be viewed in the Galápagos Islands to test whether Darwin's theory of evolution is correct or incorrect?

9. What are the daily weather conditions?  In what ways do these weather conditions conform (or not conform) to the overall expected patterns of weather?

10. Describe the general terrain over which you hike.  Include descriptors such as difficulty, the nature of the rock, vegetation, etc.  Attempt to explain your observations within the context of the general models of physical geography in your class notes.

11. Describe the general nature of the Pacific Ocean as you travel from island to island.  Provide general descriptors such as rough, calm, etc.  Do you see evidence of cross-winds?  If waves are present, are they generally approaching from a particular direction?  What is that likely to suggest with respect to the regional atmospheric circulation?

PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH ARTICLE:

Students will be placed in pairs and each pair will read, critique and present one peer-reviewed research article from a professional journal.  Your articles will be selected by your professors but you will have the opportunity to rank a few preferences from the list of available articles.

A handout that details the process of reading and critiquing research articles will be posted to the Bb site under Course Documents.  This will be covered in class on Thursday, January 5.

To give you a sense of what this will entail, here is a brief synopsis of the project.

Your pair will demonstrate understanding how to read and critique a peer-reviewed research article.  Details of this ability include understanding and communicating:

· The purpose of the study

· The data used in the research process

· The methodology used in the research

· The discussion (analysis) of research results

· General conclusions

FINAL PRESENTATION:

Students will be required to synthesize trip material (both the readings and empirical observations in Ecuador) for a final presentation.  Students will be divided into three groups based upon how they registered for the course (ENVS, GEOG, POLS).  Both the group and each individual student will receive a grade for the presentation and each student in a group must give part of the presentation.  Presentations should be no longer than 20 minutes.

PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE:

We do expect you to come prepared to every class.  Missing classes will affect your participation grade.  You absolutely must attend every scheduled event.  For every scheduled event you miss, you will lose a letter grade. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR TRAVELING:

AT ALL TIMES, KEEP A PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR PASSPORT INFORMATION ON YOUR PERSON

1. Guest Behavior. As a guest in someone else's country, every care should be taken by program participants to exercise appropriate demeanor.  Circumspection and sensitivity will help one avoid behavior which might be perceived as arrogant or offensive.  Living among people whose language you do not share is a special challenge. Take courage in the fact that most Ecuadorians will assume you are a rational adult, even if you cannot speak well, and no one will be embarrassed when you find yourself resorting to hand signals.

2. Food. Remember that Ecuadorian diets may differ from those to which you are accustomed. During our stay in South America, we may at times be served set menus, so students may be confronted with foods they are not used to, and might not even like. In this case the best policy is to smile and eat around it. We will try to make all necessary accommodations for special dietary needs, including vegetarianism.

3. Group Travel.  We strongly encourage students to walk in groups of three or more when carrying out independent research in daylight and evening hours.  Experienced international travelers are especially careful of where they wander and with whom they take up personal contact.  It is advisable to use judgment which is at least as conservative as that which one uses at home in a city like Chicago.

4. Alcohol Abuse. Disorderly conduct resulting from drunkenness is illegal and jeopardizes future Carthage study programs overseas.  Students who engage in this activity may be subject to civil arrest, fines and dismissal from the program including early return to the US, at the student’s expense.  

5. Arrest. US citizenship provides no special protection for persons taken into legal custody by Ecuadorian authorities and it may even constitute a liability.  In case of arrest, the student should be sure to notify the police that he or she is a US citizen and should provide police with the hotel name, hotel phone number, and name of the study tour faculty.  While Carthage may attempt to be generally helpful to students in this circumstance, the college does not provide legal or diplomatic services or fund special efforts to secure the release of individual in police custody.

6. Other Inadvisable Conduct. Visiting any establishment where sexual contact is traded for money is unlawful in Ecuador, and may result in arrest.  Also, laws governing sale, possession and use of narcotics and other drugs are much stricter than in the US.  Any student engaging in either activity will be subject to immediate dismissal from the program and early return to the US, at the student’s expense.

7. Early Return. Especially egregious conduct by a student may result in immediate expulsion from the Carthage program and immediate return to the Chicago O'Hare Airport at the student's own expense.  Such conduct includes but is not limited to any activity classified as a felony under US or Ecuadorian law. A decision to expel a student from the program is taken at the sole discretion of the study tour faculty and is not subject to review or appeal. 

8.  Safety in Quito.  Although there are traffic laws regarding the use of pedestrian cross walk areas and pedestrian traffic signals, these laws are commonly ignored by drivers in Quito.  Be very careful when crossing a street, and never assume that an on-coming car or bus will stop for you, even though you have the right of way.

